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CULTURES OF MEDIA PRODUCTION AND THE TEXTS THEY CREATE n MANY OF WHICH 
REPRESENT A POWERFUL CHALLENGE TO PREVAILING DISCOURSES OF GENDER SEXUALITY 
AND IDENTITY !S +EARNEY OBSERVES  THROUGH THEIR  INSISTENCE TO BE BOTH 
SEEN AND HEARD @GIRL MEDIA PRODUCERS ARE A DISRUPTIVE FORCE AND WE DO 
WELL TO CONSIDER THE CHANGES TO POPULAR CULTURE AND DOMINANT SOCIETY THEIR 
PRESENCE IS PROVOKING P 	
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4HIS LATEST COLLECTION OF ESSAYS FROM -EAGHAN -ORRIS BRINGS TOGETHER A 
BODY OF WORK WRITTEN BETWEEN  AND  DEALING WITH WHAT -ORRIS 
CALLS IN HER INTRODUCTION @NATIONALITY TRANSLATION AND hSPEECH INSTITUTIONSv 
IN ORDER TO SKETCH OUT A @PRAGMATICS OF IDENTITY AND A @RHETORIC OF CRITICAL 
PRACTICE FIRST PROVOKED BY THE INVITATION TO WRITE A PIECE ABOUT HER RELATION 
TO NATIONAL IDENTITY AND FEMINISM FOR #AMERA /BSCURA IN  !LL THE 
ESSAYS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE SUBSTANTIAL INTRODUCTORY ESSAY HAVE BEEN 
PUBLISHED BEFORE IN A RANGE OF LOCATIONS BOTH POPULAR AND ACADEMIC BUT 
MOST APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN REVISED AND UPDATED FOR THIS VOLUME 
-EAGHAN -ORRIS HAS REMAINED ONE OF THE LEADING FIGURES IN THE INTER
NATIONAL FIELD OF CULTURAL STUDIES FOR MANY YEARS SHE IS AMONG ITS MOST 
FORMIDABLE SCHOLARS OF POSITIONS AND YET ONE OF ITS MOST ACCESSIBLE ENGAGING 
AND PERSONAL VOICES 4HE @IDENTITY ANECDOTE INDEED IS ECHOED IN HER OWN 
PERFORMANCE PRACTICE THE PERSONAL STORY OR CONFESSION ELABORATED IN ELEGANT 
AND SURPRISING WAYS AS A MEANS OF MEDIATING BETWEEN HER VIEW OF AN 
ISSUE AND THAT HELD BY THOSE WITH WHOM SHE HAS CHOSEN TO ENGAGE 4HESE 
ESSAYS ARE AMONG THE MOST  IMPRESSIVE EXAMPLES OF THAT PRACTICE 4HEY 
WERE WRITTEN OVER A PERIOD WHEN -ORRIS WAS WHAT IS OFTEN EUPHEMISTICALLY 
CALLED @AN INDEPENDENT SCHOLAR /VER THIS PERIOD SHE LITERALLY LIVED OFF 
THE QUALITY OF HER PUBLISHED OR PRESENTED WORK n USUALLY PERFORMED AS 
PUBLIC LECTURES OR SEMINARS BEFORE HER PEERS RATHER THAN HER STUDENTS 4HIS 
MUST HAVE BEEN A FINANCIALLY PRECARIOUS EXISTENCE BUT IT ALSO LACKED THE 
DISTRACTIONS OF THE FULLTIME ACADEMIC POSITION THAT -ORRIS LATER TOOK UP 
!S A CONSEQUENCE THESE ESSAYS HAVE THE FINELYCRAFTED AND HIGHLYNUANCED 
FINISH OF THE VERY BEST WORK IN CULTURAL STUDIES
-ANY READERS WILL BE FAMILIAR WITH INDIVIDUAL PIECES IN THIS COLLECTION 
4HE BICENTENARY PIECE @0ANORAMA 4HE ,IVE THE $EAD AND THE ,IVING 
HAS BEEN ANTHOLOGIZED BEFORE AND  @7HITE 0ANIC OR -AD -AX AND THE 
3UBLIME HAS ALSO APPEARED IN VARIOUS FORMS  IT  FORMED THE BASIS FOR A 
SERIES OF MEMORABLE PUBLIC LECTURES THAT -ORRIS PRESENTED IN !USTRALIA AND 
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ELSEWHERE IN THE EARLY S 4HE CRITIQUE OF $AVID (ARVEYS #ONDITION OF 
0OSTMODERNITY HAS FOR MANY YEARS BEEN COMPULSORY READING FOR ANYONE 
WANTING TO UNDERSTAND THE RISE OF POSTMODERNISM AND MAKING IT AVAILABLE 
WITHIN THIS COLLECTION IS PERFORMING A VALUABLE SERVICE /THERS PERHAPS 
ARE LESS WIDELY KNOWN SUCH AS @#RAZY 4ALK )S .OT %NOUGH $ELEUZE AND 
'UATTARI AT -URIELS 7EDDING WHICH ) HAD NOT COME ACROSS BEFORE 4HROUGH
OUT THESE PIECES FROM THE MOST ACADEMIC n SUCH AS HER FOREWORD TO .AOKI 
3AKAIS 4RANSLATION AND 3UBJECTIVITY TO THE MOST PLAYFUL AND PERSONAL SUCH 
AS THE ACCOUNT OF HER EARLY EXPERIENCE OF TELEVISION  @5NCLE "ILLY 4INA 
4URNER AND -E n THERE IS THE DIRECTNESS AND FEARLESSNESS AND THE SENSE 
OF HUMOUR	 THAT MANY OF HER COMRADES IN !USTRALIAN CULTURAL STUDIES HAVE 
FOUND SO INSPIRING OVER THE YEARS !LONG THE WAY THERE ARE ALSO THE RICH 
AND RESONANT ACCOUNTS OF THE MOVIES AND TELEVISION TEXTS WHICH SO OFTEN 
FORM THE GROUND UPON WHICH -ORRISS ARGUMENTS ARE BUILT 
7HAT THIS COLLECTION SEEMS TO MARK IS -ORRISS SENSE OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF A TRULY TRANSNATIONAL CULTURAL AND MEDIA STUDIES COMMITMENT TO TRANS
LATING ITS ARGUMENTS ANALYSES AND EXPERIENCES ACROSS CULTURAL NATIONAL 
AND HISTORICAL @IDENTITY BOUNDARIES 4HE CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE THAT -ORRIS 
ATTACHES TO TRANSLATION APPEARS TO HAVE EMERGED IN RESPONSE TO SOMETHING 
QUITE SPECIFIC ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF CULTURAL AND POLITICAL DEBATE IN WESTERN 
SOCIETIES IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE S !S SHE PUTS IT AT THIS TIME SHE WAS 
REPEATEDLY PROVOKED TO FIND WAYS OF UNDERSTANDING 
WHY SO MANY APPEALS TO HISTORY AT THIS TIME WHETHER IN TOURISM ACTION CINEMA 
OR TELEVISED NATIONAL POLITICS	 WERE TRYING TO MANAGE A PROFOUND TRANSFORMATION 
OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN PROFESSIONAL PUBLIC AND POPULAR CULTURAL SPHERES OF 
NATIONAL LIFE P 	
3HE GOES ON TO POINT OUT THAT 
THIS WAS THE PERIOD IN WHICH @GLOBALISATION NOT ONLY BECAME A KEY ISSUE IN 
PUBLIC DEBATE BUT ALSO BEGAN TO RESHAPE THE INSTITUTIONAL CONTEXTS n JOURNALISTIC 
CINEMATIC AND TELEVISUAL AS WELL AS ACADEMIC n IN WHICH THIS ISSUE COULD BE 
FORMULATED AND DISCUSSED P 	
0ROTESTING AT SOME OF THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF THESE CHANGES n THE @4AYLOR
IZATION OF THE HUMANITIES FOR EXAMPLE n -ORRIS POINTS OUT HOW SOCIALLY 
DISENGAGED ACADEMIC DEBATES ESPECIALLY IN THE HUMANITIES AND ESPECIALLY 
THOSE ABOUT  IDENTITY	 HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY BECOME 7HAT  IS  REQUIRED  TO 
COUNTERACT SUCH A TREND SHE ARGUES IS FOR THE CULTURAL CRITIC TO EMBRACE 
A @CRITICAL PROXIMITY TO THEIR OBJECTS OF STUDY RATHER THAN MAINTAINING A 
CRITICAL DISTANCE FROM THEM 
%ACH CHAPTER ;IN THE BOOK= AT SOME POINT USES A MORE OR LESS OFTEN MUCH LESS	 
PERSONAL ANECDOTE AS AN ALLEGORY OF THIS @PROXIMITY A TERM ) USE NOT ONLY IN THE 
SENSE OF ESTABLISHING A POSITION OF NEARNESS TO A PROBLEM OR AN OBJECT BUT ALSO 
IN THE SENSE OF TRANSLATIVELY TRYING TO TOUCH ADDRESS	 A MIXED AUDIENCE AS ANY 
JOURNALIST KNOWS ANECDOTES WORK TO MAKE CONTACT AND CATCH PEOPLES ATTENTION 
ALTHOUGH THEY CAN FAIL IN THEIR NUDGING INSINUATING MISSION P 	
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3UCH AN ALLEGORY OF PROXIMITY IS AT THE CORE OF A MODEL OF CULTURAL STUDIES 
PRACTICE THAT -ORRIS REGARDS AS THE @DISTINCTIVE EMPHASIS OF THE BOOK ITS 
DEMONSTRATION OF THE @VALUE OF TRANSLATION BOTH FOR MEDIA PRACTITIONERS 
AND THEIR CRITICS 
2ESITUATING THESE ESSAYS IN THE ACADEMIC CONTEXT OF  DOES ENABLE 
THEM TO RESONATE IN NEW WAYS THAT ARE SIMPLY USEFUL &OR ME HOWEVER 
COMING BACK TO MOST OF THESE ESSAYS THERE IS ANOTHER GREAT BENEFIT THEY 
REMIND ME OF JUST HOW MUCH CAN BE ACHIEVED BY THE EXPERT USE OF THE 
TOOLS OF CULTURAL STUDIES ENGAGING WITH SUCH VARIED MODES OF TEXTUALITY 
AND SUCH CONTINGENT FORMS OF  IDENTITY WHILE MAINTAINING SUCH A CLEAR 
FOCUS ON THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF BOTH
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